
Railroads

Railroads Run by Mathematics



Railroad Songs
• “Rock Island Line” by Johnny Cash

• “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad” 

I've been working on the railroad

All the livelong day

I've been working on the railroad

Just to pass the time away

Can't you hear the whistle blowing

Rise up so early in the morn

Can't you hear the captain shouting

Dinah, blow your horn

Dinah, won't you blow

Dinah, won't you blow

Dinah, won't you blow your horn

Dinah, won't you blow

Dinah, won't you blow

Dinah, won't you blow your horn

Someone's in the kitchen with Dinah

Someone's in the kitchen I know

Someone's in the kitchen with Dinah

Strumming on the old banjo, and singing

Fie, fi, fiddly i o

Fie, fi, fiddly i o

Fie, fi, fiddly i o

Strumming on the old banjo



First locomotive to pass through Owatonna on the 
Winona and St. Peter Railroad in 1873.



Cranes loading and unloading 
cargo to a railroad car.

Men with many bags of cargo in 
carts to be loaded on a train and

carried to other destinations. 
Could it be mail?



In 1908, William H. Taft made a stop in Owatonna
when he was campaigning for President of the United States.



Trains brought equipment 
that farmers needed. Below 
is a lading bill, which shows 
the cost of the Wild Oat 
Separator on the right.



Trains brought the circus 
to town. 

What kind of animals are 
in these photographs?



Many jobs existed for people working on the railroad. 



Acrobats came to Steele County by train.



Railroads brought soldiers to 
training and then off to boats 

that would take them to 
Europe in World War I.



Many people worked hard to build the railroads.



The Rock Island Railroad Bridge by Morehouse Park 



A railroad depot was an essential part of every 
town. This is the Medford Depot.



This is the Bixby 
Railroad Depot 
that was moved 
to the Village of 
Yesteryear on the 
Steele County 
Historical Society 
grounds.



A photo of the interior of the Union Depot in Owatonna, 
located on Elm and Front Streets. The three men in the 
office are J. B. Carpenter, Jack Johnson, and James Klecker.



Many people 
worked on
the railroad.

Charlie Todd worked 
for the Rock Island 
Line as depot agent
in Ellendale. 

Phil  “Zip” Jensen 
worked for the Rock 
Island depot 
in Albert Lea. 

Pete Schneider was 
depot agent for the 

Rock Island Line.



Ticket Agents had 
to be certified. 

Skill in Mathematics was 
a requirement.



The Union Depot in Owatonna



Each rail company 
had separate 
ticket and 
telegraph offices.

People could sit 
on comfortable 

benches and 
get warm by an 
iron stove while 
they waited for 

their train.



Casey Jones and 
Old Engine No. 201



Smokestack

Spark Arrestor

Bell

Plow – “Cow Catcher”

Sand Hopper



Photo of the temporary depot in 
Havana around 1895. 



Hand Car



Rock Island Depot in the Snow
It was located on Riverside Street. Today 

there is a monument where it once stood.



Trains with snowplows 
near the depot. 

People digging out 
the railroad tracks 

so the train can get 
through after a 
big snowstorm.



As automobiles and airplanes became more common, passenger 
trains were used less and less. Many lines stopped operating. 
This newspaper photo is of the Rock Island Plainsman leaving 
Owatonna bound for the Twin Cities for the last time on July 25, 
1969.

Final Run



Replace with train schedule, explain 
activity


